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A recent note (Campden-Main, 1969) declares the name Leiolo- 
pisma smithi Cochran, 1941, subjectively unavailable as a junior 
synonym of Leiolopismma eunice Cochran, 1927, both based on Thai- 
land material. Rather remarkably, L. smithi Cochran has been ob- 
jectively (although not irreversibly) unavailable from the time of its 
first proposal as a junior secondary homonym of the New Zealand 
Mocoa smithii Gray, 1845, which was placed in “Liolepisma” as 
early as 1897 (Lucas and Frost, 1897:277), in “Lygosoma (Leiolo- 
pisma)” as early as 1937 (Smith, 1937:223), and has regularly been 
placed in Leiolopisma ever since McCann’s monograph appeared in 
1955 (p. 96). 

According to Article 59 of the International Code of Zoological 
Nomenclature, a junior secondary homonym (the younger of two 
names now placed in the same nominal genus but originally proposed 
in different nominal genera) is unavailable so long as it is regarded 
congeneric with the senior name, but, with one exception, is avail- 
able for use if allocated to a different genus from that of the senior 
name. The exception involves only those junior secondary homo- 
nyms objectively replaced prior to 1961 because of their junior 
homonymy; such names cannot be revived even when placed in a 
genus different from the senior name. 

Leiolopisma smithi Cochran, 1941, is clearly a junior secondary 
homonym of Leiolopisma smithii (Gray, 1845). It need not, how- 
ever, be replaced objectively since Leiolopisma eunice Cochran, 1927, 
is a subjective synonym (senior, at that), according to Campden- 
Main (1969). If, on the contrary, any future worker declares 
Leiolopisma smithi Cochran a species distinct from eunice and from 
any other named species, it would have to receive a substitute name, 
assuming that it remains in the same genus as Mocoa smithii Gray. 

It is extraordinary that this homonymy has been so widely over- 
looked. Mocoa smithii Gray is treated in Boulenger’s Catalog (1887: 
274) and in Malcolm Smith’s group revision (1937:223), but was 
overlooked by Cochran (1941), Taylor (1963), and Campden-Main 
(1969); and Leiolopisma smithi Cochran was overlooked in Mittle- 
man’s group synopsis (1952) and in McCann’s regional review 
(1955). The literature citations to these names of which we are 
aware are as follows. 


Leiolopisma smithii Gray 


Mocoa smithii Gray, 1845:82; Gray, 1867:4; Buller, 1871:6; Hutton, 1872:168. 
Lampropholis smithii Fitzinger, 1861:403; Jouan, 1869:80. 
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Eurepes smithii, Steindachner, 1867:47. 


Lygosoma smithii, Boulenger, 1887:274-275; Werner, 1895:22; Werner, 1901:383; 
Hutton, 1904:39; Camp, 1923:413; Hutton and Drummond, 1923:379; Slad- 
den and Falla, 1928:289; Smith, 1937:223; Fell, 1948:38; Hard. 1953-4:146. 


Liolepisma smithii, Lucas and Frost, 1897:277. 
Lygosoma (Leiolopisma) smithii, Smith, 1937:223; Barwick, 1959:376. 


Leiolopisma smithii, Mittleman, 1952:30; McCann, 1955:96-98; McCann, 1956:49; 
Robb, 1965:66; Sharell, 1966:77; Whitaker, 1968:640. 


Mocoa zealandica (part.), Günther, 1875:13. 


Leiolopisma smithi Cochran 


Leiolopisma smithi Cochran, 1941:238-239; Cochran, 1961:122; Taylor, 1963:1035-1036; Campden- 

Main, 1969:842-843. 

Synonyms for these names include Leiolopisma eunice Cochran, 
1927, a senior synonym of L. smithi Cochran, fide Campden-Main 
(1969); Lygosomella aestuosa Girard (1858), a junior synonym of 
L. smithii (Gray), fide McCann (1955); and Norbea isolata Hutton, 
1872, a synonym of L. smithii (Gray) fide Boulenger (1887:274). 

Several nomenclaturally distinct names have arisen from Leiolo- 
pisma, proposed by Dumeéril and Bibron in 1839. The generic indices 
(Schulz et al., and Neave) recognize as invalid (but nomenclatural- 
ly distinct) Leiolepisma Fitzinger (1843:22) and Liolopisma Agassiz 
(1847:204, 212). Liolepisma apparently first appeared in Boulenger 
(1887:211, 215), and is of similar status. Leiolipisma of A. S. and 
A. Wilkinson (1952) is apparently merely an erroneous subsequent 
spelling, without nomenclatural ‘status. Since Leiolopisma and 
Liolepisma are nomenclaturally different genera (Art. 56[a] of the 
International Code), and since subgeneric names are nomenclatural- 
ly equal to generic names (Art. 43), with one exception (Art. 56[c], 
homonyms of identical date), the earliest usage of the trivial name 
smithii Gray, 1845, in Leiolopisma occurred in Malcolm Smith’s 
revision of Lygosoma in 1937 (1.e., as Lygosoma [Leiolopisma] 
smithii [Gray, 1845]), thus preceding Leiolopisma smithi Cochran 
(1941) by 4 years. 


LITERATURE CITED 


Acassiz, J. L. R. 1847. Nomenclatoris zoologici index universalis, continens 
nomina systematica classium, ordinum, familiarum et generum animalium 
omnium, tam viventium quam fossilium, .... Jent and Gassman, Soloduri. 
viii, 393 p. 

Barwick, R. E. 1959. The life history of the common New Zealand skink 
Leiolopisma zelandica (Gray, 1843). Trans. Roy. Soc. New Zealand 86(3-4): 
331-380, figs. 1-19. 

BouLENGER, G. A. 1887. Catalogue of the lizards in the British Museum 
(Natural History). Vol. 3. Taylor and Francis, London. xii, 575 p. 40 pls. 

Butter, W. 1871. A list of lizards inhabiting New Zealand with descriptions. 
Trans. New Zealand Inst. 3:4-11 (1870). 

Camp, C. L. 1923. Classification of lizards. Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. 48: 
289-481, figs. A-L, 1-112. 

CamMppEN-Main, S. 1969. Status of the skink, Letolopisma smithi Cochran. 
Copeia 1969 (4) :842-843. 

Cocuran, D. M. 1927. New reptiles and batrachians collected by Dr. Hugh M. 
Smith in Siam. Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 40:179-192. 


Sept. 1971 FAWCETT, SMITH: NOMENCLATURE 137 





1941. A new species of lizard from Siam. Copeia 1941 (4):238-239, 

fig. 1. 

1961. Type specimens of reptiles and amphibians in the United States 
National Museum. Bull. U.S. Nat. Mus. 220:1-xv, 1-291. 

DumeniL, A. M. C., anp G. Bisron. 1839. Erpétologie générale. Vol. 5. Gide 
et Baudry, Paris. viii, 854 p. 

Fett, H. B. 1948. Viviparity in New Zealand skinks. New Zealand Sci. Rev. 
6(2):38. 

ES L. 1843. Systema reptilium. Fasciculus primus. Amblyglossae. 

Apud Braumüller et Seidel Bibliopolas, Vindobonae. 106, (ix) p. 

. 1861. Die Ausbeute der österreichischen Naturforscher au Säugethieren 
und Reptilien während der Weltumseglung Sr. Majestät Fregatte Novara. 
Sitzb. Math. Naturwiss. Cl. K. Akad. Wiss. Wien 42:383-416. 

Gray, J. E. 1845. Catalogue of the specimens of lizards in the collection of the 
British Museum. Edward Newman, London. xxvii, 289 p. 

. 1867. The lizards of Australia and New Zealand in the collection of 
the British Museum. Bernard Quaritch, London. 7 p., 18 pls. 

GÜNTHER, A. 1875. A list of the saurians of Australia and New Zealand. In: 
The zoology of the voyage of H.M.S. Erebus & Terror, under the command 
of Captain Sir James Clark Ross, R.N., F.R.S., during the years 1839 to 
1843. Vol. 2. E. W. Janson, London p. 9-19. 

Harp, G. 1953-4. Notes on Reptilia of islands visited by Field Club 1953-1954. 
Tane, J. Auckland Univ. Field Club 6:143-146. 

Hutton, F. W. 1872. Notes on lizards of New Zealand, with descriptions of 

two new species. Trans. New Zealand Inst. 4:167-172 (1871). 

. 1904. Index faunae Novae Zealandiae. Dulau, London. xii, 372 p. 

. AND J. Drummonp. 1923. The animals of New Zealand. Fourth 
edition. Whitcombe and Tombs, Melbourne. 434 p., illus. 

Jouan, H. 1869. Essai sur la faune de la Nouvelle-zélande. J. B. Bailliére, 
Paris. 113. p. (Extrait des Mémoires de la Société impériale des Sciences 
Naturelles de Cherbourg. Vol. 14.) 

Lucas, A. H. S., anp C. Frost. 1897. The lizards (Lacertilia) indigenous to 
New Zealand. Trans. New Zealand Inst. 29:264-280 (1896). 

Mirrteman, M. B. 1952. A generic synopsis of the lizards of the subfamily 
Lygosominae. Smithsonian Misc. Coll. 117(17):1-35. 

McCann, C. 1955. The lizards of New Zealand. Gekkonidae and Scincidae. 
Dominion Mus. Bull., Wellington 17:i-viii, 1-127, figs. 1-14, pls. 1-17, maps 
1-2. 




















1956. Key to the lizards of New Zealand. Tuatara 6(2):45-51. 

Ross, J. 1965. Some distinctive native animals. fn: Science in Auckland. 
Royal Society of New Zealand Eleventh New Zealand Science Congress 
Organising Committee, Auckland. 116 p., illus. (p. 62-66, illus.). 

SHARELL, R. 1966. The tuatara, lizards and frogs of New Zealand. Collins, 
London. 94 p., illus. 

SLADDEN, B., AND R. A. FALLA. 1928. Alderman Islands. A general description, 
with notes on the flora and fauna. (Continued). New Zealand J. Sci. Tech. 
9(5):282-290, figs. 1-2. 

SMITH, M. A. 1937. A review of the genus Lygosoma (Scincidae: Reptilia) and 
its allies. Rec. Indian Mus. 39(3):213-234, figs. 1-5. 7 

STEINDACHNER, F. 1867. Reise der österreichischen Fregatte Novara um die 
Erde in den Jahren 1857, 1858, 1859 unter dem Befehlen des Commodore B. 
yen a air Zoologischer Theil. Vienna. Vol. 1. Reptilien. 

p., 3 pls. 

Werner, F. 1895. Zwei neue australische Lygosoma - Arten. Verh. zool-bot. 
Ges. Wien 45:21-22 (1896). 

. 1901. Ergebnisse einer Reise nach dem Pacific (Schauinsland 1896- 
1897). Reptilien. Zool. Jb. (Syst. Okol. Geogr.) 14(5):380-387. 

WHITAKER, A. H. 1968. The lizards of the Poor Knights Islands, New Zealand. 
New Zealand J. Sci. 11(4):623-651, figs. 1-7. 

Wixinson, A. S., anp A. WiLKINson. 1952. Kapiti bird sanctuary. A natural 
igar of the island. Masterton Printing Co. Ltd., New Zealand. 190 p., 

pls. 





